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Gift planning ideas for members and friends of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West Virginia 

From the Regional MinisterFrom the Regional MinisterFrom the Regional MinisterFrom the Regional Minister    
Dearest Church, 

 

In my basement (my man cave as the girls refer to it – always in laughter) hangs one of my most valued possessions.  It is not 

worth much materially, as it is only a certificate in a rather cheap frame.  But the meaning of it to me is rich.  It is a certificate 

that declares to all that Jennifer and I are members of the Fiers-Brown Society.  This society has been established in the 

church by the Christian Church Foundation, and all who have made planned gifts or have made estate plans that include the 

church may become members of the society. 

 

Jennifer and I are not rich, although I cannot imagine anyone more blessed than I, but we did establish a permanent fund with 

the Christian Church Foundation at an important point in our lives.  When our first child, Madison Ann, died from a premature 

birth, the church came to us in powerful ways.  The prayers and pastoral touch showed the love of Christ as I had never seen 

before.  In our broken state, the church came to us and loved us.  Some even sent monetary gifts.  These were touching, too. 

 

We decided to take these monies and add to them, and the Madison Ann Allen Fund was established through the Christian 

Church Foundation.  Every year a check is sent to our region for ministry from this fund.  One is also sent to Week of      

Compassion. 

 

These checks represent a great deal to me.  They are a sign of the church’s love.  They are a sign to the world that Madison’s 

life continues.  They are a reminder to me of the power of the Risen Christ to heal us and to bring us back to life when we 

think we are dead.  They certainly bless the church and make ministry possible.  Ministry is needed in the world. 

 

I invite you to come over and see our certificate sometime.  I invite you to consider making a planned gift in your own life.  I 

invite you to consider what ministries matter to you, and would welcome chatting with you about ways to support them for-

ever.  Our Region’s witness and ministry matter deeply in the world.  They matter to me and I know that they matter to you 

also. 

 

God Bless, 

Thaddaeus 

A Legacy that Provides You 

with Payments for Life 
 

If you’ve been experiencing the bumpy ride of the stock  

market, or trying to make ends meet while living off the  

interest of certificates of deposit that pay a fraction of what 

they did years ago, now may be the time for you to consider 

making a planned gift that will provide you with a stream of 

payments for life. That’s right: You can make a charitable 

gift that will pay you for life. 

There are two basic types of life-income gifts: the charitable 

gift annuity and the charitable remainder trust. 

The gift annuity works like a commercial annuity, except 

part of your gift (of either cash or stock) qualifies for a  

charitable tax deduction.  In exchange, you get a set amount 

of the original gift as a payment for life; the percent is     

determined by your age at the time the gift is made.         

Furthermore, part of the payments off the gift is free of tax. 

A charitable remainder trust is a little more complicated, 

and can deal with stocks and bonds, real estate and other 

appreciated assets. The assets are donated into a charitable 

trust, with the trust making annual payouts based on the 

annual market value. 

One of the best things about these types of planned gifts is 

that the Christian Church in West Virginia and/or your 

home congregation can be the residual charitable          

beneficiary. The residual at the time of your death goes to 

the regional church in your name. 

Because of the legal nature of these gifts, we recommend 

that you contact the Christian Church Foundation, our    

denomination’s general ministry devoted to planned giving, 

at (800) 668-8016.  Foundation staff members are experts in 

this area and can, confidentially, help you make the kind of 

gift that is right for you and the church.    
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Legacies is published for friends of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West Virginia by the Region and by the Christian 

Church Foundation.  It is designed to point out current developments that may be helpful in your tax and financial planning.  Not all 

gift instruments are available in every state.  You should consult your own attorney or financial advisors.    

Christian Church Foundation, 130 E. Washington Street, P. O. Box 1986, Indianapolis, IN  46206 

Phone: (800)668-8016   Web: www.disciples.org/ccf   Email: dwray@ccf.disciples.org 

Christian Church in West Virginia, 1402 Washington Avenue, Parkersburg, WV  26101 

Phone: (304)428-1681   Web: www.wvdisciples.org    Email: info@wvdisciples.org 

Please help us in our stewardship, as you are able, by advising us of any planned gifting you intend for the regional church,  

either through your will or other gifting instruments.  All information will be held in strict confidence. 

For more information, contact Rev. David Chafin, at the regional office (304)428-1681 

or on his mobile phone: (304)417-1248.  You may email him at dchafin@wvdisciples.org 

Through the Christian Church Foundation,  

we will provide you with a free resource, The Information Record,  

a fill-in-the blank document in which to store vital information related to your estate.   

Simply call or email our planned giving officer:          

Rev. David Chafin,  

(304) 428-1681 or (304)417-1248; Email:  dchafin@wvdisciples.org. 

Pentecost  
is May 11 

Be Deliberate in Planning 
 

The Apostle Paul, in his second letter to the church at Corinth, writes: “So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead 

to you, and arrange in advance for this bountiful gift that you have promised, so that it may be ready as a voluntary gift and not as 

an extortion.”  (2 Corinthians 9: 5) 

 

Paul indicates it is not enough to intend to be a good steward. You must plan, and it is by    

carefully making provisions for a planned gift and implementation of that plan that you will be 

able to enjoy the fruits of Christian stewardship! 

 

Paul admonishes us to be deliberate in considering the mission and ministry of the church for 

which the gift will be used. In the case of the Corinthians, Paul reminds them of the great     

purpose: to alleviate the poverty of the Jerusalem Christians and to help preserve the unity of 

the church. 

 

Planning to include the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West Virginia in your  estate 

plan involves more than just contacting an attorney and drafting a will.  Planning for the long-

term involves thoughtful discussion with your family: spouse, children, siblings, and others 

with whom you have an important relationship and those who have a relationship to you and to 

your estate. 

 

Ultimately, making the right decisions will allow you, the giver, to find greater joy and         

fulfillment in the process and completion of the gift. 

Keep the flame alive…Keep the flame alive…Keep the flame alive…Keep the flame alive…Keep the flame alive…Keep the flame alive…Keep the flame alive…Keep the flame alive…        
Remember your Remember your Remember your Remember your     
Regional Church Regional Church Regional Church Regional Church     
in your will!in your will!in your will!in your will!    


