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Disciples Women of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West Virginia will 
sponsor their annual Spiritual Life Retreat on September 5-7 at Cedar Lakes          
Conference Center.  Registrations are being accepted now, and your local church of-
fice should have forms available.  If not, email Mary Uhl, Coordinator of Women's    
Ministries and one will be sent to you (muhl@WVDisciples.org). 

The keynote speaker for the weekend is Judy Bennett, pastor of the Island Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Wheeling.  In addition to the program, the service     
project for the event encourages all participants to collect money for those in need of 
heating fuel around the world.  Each group is asked to bring along one piece of split 
firewood for use at the dedication of the service project. 

Numerous other learning and growing opportunities are offered at the Saturday     
interest groups.  Child care is by prior arrangement only (contact Mary).  Registration 
forms and funds should be submitted to the Regional Office by Aug. 1. 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
  in West Virginia 
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In Memoriam 

Rev. James Lowe , retired 
minister, formerly pastor of the 
F i rs t  Chr is t ian  Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Beckley, 
was memorialized in Beckley 
on June 12, having died earlier 
in the week.  Rev. Lowe was 
Pastor Emeritus of First   
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Grafton. 

On Sunday, June 29, the Rev. 
Margaret A. Green  died in 
Parkersburg, her home for over 
20 years.  Marge served the 
Regional Church as an        
Associate Regional Minister 
and in many other capacities 
before and since her retire-
ment.  A great celebration of 
Marge's life occurred at the 
Parkersburg church on June 2. 

...they rest from their labors, 
and their works do follow them. 

Retirement of  
Walter McNutt 

On Saturday, June 28, the   
ministry of the Rev. Dr. Walter 
McNutt was celebrated at the 

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Cameron, 

as he began his retirement.  
Dr. McNutt served the       

Cameron church for 16 years, 
and leaves a fine legacy of 
ministry and devotion there, 

and in various capacities 
around the Regional Church. 

Congratulations, Walter! 

Veterans Ministry. The church retreat and 
picnic were held.  

Huntington, Madison Avenue (Russell 
Smith, Interim Pastor)  Several youth 
and adults attended the regional camping 
programs. The Disciple Women supported 
Faith in Action through a ªSpring        
Gardensº basket. The spirit of giving    
project continues through the efforts of 
the Foundations class.  The church     
welcomed the Regional Assembly and 
many were involved in sprucing up the 
place and making for a wonderful event. 
The Yada, Yada Book club and Women's 
Nights out continue. The bell choir hosted 
a ªSpring Ring.º Graduates were honored.   

Huntington, Vinson ( Pablo Gonzales, 
Interim Pastor ) The church hosted the 
Elder's Workshop for the 120th Regional 
Assembly. Toiletries are being collected 
and will be distributed to students at  
Vinson Middle School. Food is collected 
each week for the area Food Bank.  The 
church hosted the ordination of Kevin 
Snow.  The CWF attended a local eatery. 
VBS was held at Camp Mad Anthony 
Wayne in partnership with Spring Valley 
Presbyterian.  

Logan (Charles Wood, Pastor)  The CMF 
held  a Men's Breakfast. Teen Group 
Meetings continue. A Deacons' meeting 
and dinner were held. Graduates were 
honored. A Bible Study was held at Chief 
Logan Park. VBS was held. Homecoming 
was celebrated.  

Matoaka (Craig Hammond, Pastor)  The 
church hosted the District Women's 
Luncheon. Birthdays bless the            
congregation with lovely luncheons.  

McMechen (Rod Hubbs, Pastor)  The 
resignation, due to health problems. of 
Pastor Bill was accepted. The church   
participated in a baby shower for young 
mothers at the Ebenezer Center. A      
Pentecost luncheon was held. A Mother-
daughter banquet was held. The Good 
Samaritans purchased a glass covering for 
the Altar flower and Communion tables.  

Montgomery,  (James W. S. Smith, Jr., 
Pastor ) The church participated in the 
community World Day of Prayer and 
Lenten Services. Ash Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday and Easter Services were all 
celebrated.  The Sunrise service was held 
on top of the Parking Garage of the   
Montgomery General Hospital.  Dark and 
cold, Rev. Jim Smith played his guitar 
and sang and the Rev. Fisher brought the 
message.  

Morgantown, First (Richard Howard, 
Pastor)  The congregation continues to 
support the Morgantown Share program, 
which provides first quality food at 50% of 
its retail price. Spring Work Days were 
held. Graduates were honored. An all 
church picnic was held. The Regional   
Minister visited and was honored with a 
pot luck luncheon.  

Moundsville, First (Charles Kemp,     
Pastor)  A Prayer service was held for the 
National day of Prayer. A Songfest was 
held.  The men honored the ladies with a 
breakfast. Graduates were honored.      
Vacation Bible School will be held the end 
of July. Several youth attended church 
camps with Rev. Kemp and Kathy       
Hardway.  An all church picnic will be 
held. New Members: Brittany Anderson, 
Audrey Blake and Kendall McCombs. 

New Martinsville, First (Robert D. 
Brooks, Pastor) A Father's day Breakfast 
and Parsonage Work Day were held. 
ªImagine Moreº was the theme for Pastor  
                   (cont., page 5) 

WITH OUR CONGREGATIONS 

Beckley, First (Donald R. Snyder,      
Pastor)  The youth had a lock-in and      
vacation Bible School. The congregation 
hosted a visit by Krista Johnson, our    
Region's Global Mission Partner. A 
Mother's Day breakfast was held. A new 
nursery attendant was hired. The        
Regional Minister visited in June.    
Graduates were honored. A Homecoming 
celebration was held.  

Beech Bottom  (Larry Grimes, Pastor) A 
ªFlower Pot Luncheonº was held reviewing 
the church's finances. The CWF         
sponsored a Ladies Night Out. The Prayer 
Shawl   Ministry continues. Church clean 
up days were held. Graduates were      
honored.  

Bethany Memorial Church A celebration 
was held in honor of Sarah Webb. BMC 
hosted game nights. A Prayer retreat was 
held. Baptisms were celebrated. The CWF 
assembled ªGifts of the Heartº kits. BMC 
started a ªSuccessful Startsº program to 
provide school supplies to elementary  
students. Graduates were honored. A 
kitchen renovation project was started. 
New members include: Austin  Chambers, 
Angie Counselman, Hannah Pauls,      
Peanut VanHorn,  Sharon Wilson, Chuck 
Kilmer and Ryan Seidewitz.  

Bluefield, First (Aaron Watkins, Pastor) 
Several youth and adults attended the  
regional camping programs. A Chrismon 
workshop was held. An African Hospital 
Gowns & PJ's for babies Workshop was 
held. A new Bible study was started. New 
members: June Turner and Ann Taylor.  

Cameron Big Run (Andrea Brownlee, 
Pastor) A new copy machine purchased. 
Several youth attended regional camps 
with Pastor Brownlee. Things are moving 
along with the ªRaise the Roofº campaign. 
Monthly potluck dinners were held.  

Cameron, First A Pastor's class was held. 
Monthly church dinners were held. A   
celebration was held honoring the life,  
ministries and retirement of Rev. Walter 
McNutt. 2 youth attended junior camp. 
New members include: Ashley Thomas, 
Heather Dawn Hartley, Dolores Morrow, 
Claire O'Neal and Waylon  Williams.  

Clarksburg, Central (Delma Parris, Mod-
erator) A new organist blesses the      
congregation. An Adult Bible Study     
continues. A new copier was leased. A 
Memorial Day Sing-A-Long was held. 
Cookbooks are still available.  

Cumberland, MD, First (Rae Browning, 
Pastor) Rae Browning was called to serve 
as pastor. Gary and Ann O'Neal were 
guest musicians in worship. Received a 
major grant from Historical Society for 
roof repair. Took part in Cumberland 
Heritage Days, including organ concert. 

Fairmont, Central (Joshua Patty, Pas-
tor)  A Faith and Film evening was held. 
Pastor Patty held several ªCocoa and 
Cookies get to know meº sessions. A 
spring fundraiser was held for Relay for 
Life. Several youth attended regional 
camps along with their pastor. A book 
group was formed. The  annual yard sale 
was held. Vacation Bible School was held.  

Huntington, Central ( Dr. Gary Patton, 
Interim Minister) Reachout/Dineouts 
continue to be held. The prayer shawl 
ministry continues. A new youth group 
was formed. The church supports the 
Downtown Churches Habitat Build. 
Graduates were honored. Aluminum cans 
are being collected to support the         
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Other Ministry Transitions 
Rev. Kevin Snow  was ordained to ministry on    
Saturday, May 31, at the Vinson Memorial Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ).  A large representation 
of the Region's clergy joined the Regional Minister 
who led the celebration and preached at the service.  
Numerous friends were on hand, and his mother, 
Holly, was among the elders who participated in the 
laying-on of hands.  

Sarah Webb  completed her ministry as Pastor at 
the Bethany Memorial Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and as Chaplain of Bethany College on May 
31.  We give thanks for a long and faithful time of 
service to this time-honored congregation. 

Chuck Kemp  announced his plans to relocate to 
the Kentucky Region, where his wife Stephanie   
resides.  Chuck has served the First Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) of Moundsville well in 
these past few years, and we do wish him and his 
new bride all the best in their endeavors. 

Rae Browning , an Elder of the First Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Cumberland, MD, 
has been called to serve as pastor, and is under 
care of the Commission on Ministry. 

 

William Barger  has retired from the pastorate due to 
health issues.  He was serving the First Christian 
Church of McMechen. We continue to keep Bill in our 
prayers and wish him a fruitful and joyful retirement. 

Rod Hubbs has been called to serve as pastor of 
the First Christian Church of McMechen.  Rod is   
under care of the Commission on Ministry and we 
pray for a long and meaningful time of ministry there. 

 

Laura Foust Leaves     
Regional Office 

Long-time secretary Laura Foust 
has left the Regional Office as 
she and her husband seek to   
relocate in the deep south.  Laura 

has been a delight to work with by all the staff, and 
we wish her Godspeed in her endeavors! 

Dee Kapple Joins Office Staff 
Dee Ann Kapple has been called to the position of 
Assistant to the Regional Minister, and will be    
working with Search and Call.  We welcome Dee to 
the Regional Church and are grateful for her ready 
and willing spirit. 

Page 4 

Keeping a Youth Group Intact Through the Summer Mon ths 
Jennifer Allen in E-Connections , from Disciples Home Missions 

Many churches take a break from continuing youth group activities during the summer months. Some leader-
ship and parishioners agree that vacation schedules, Bible schools and camping programs do not lend time 
for weekly youth gatherings. Unfortunately, the summer months are the months when youth are disconnected 
from a daily routine, teachers who watch over them, and day to day contact with their friends. By offering 
some youth contact through the local churches, our youth are afforded the opportunity to be involved in 
something worthwhile and meaningful, therefore keeping them connected to some type of support group. 

Ideas for summer youth activities may include incorporating events at nontraditional youth group times. 
Choosing a day or two a month to offer a three-tier event can be very rewarding. The tiers include: Bible 
Study, Outreach, and Fun. This could be considered a mini-camp, one-day event that is planned around the 
parents work schedules. Therefore, it is convenient for the parents, yet rewarding for the youth. Other ideas 
may include typical summertime activities such as swimming, fishing, camping, boating and other outdoor 
activities. One aspect of Christianity is gathering as disciples. There is no rule that you can©t have fun while 
learning about God. 

A characteristic of a strong youth group is the relationships between the youth and their leaders. Having fun 
together can help solidify this bond. If we get to know one another and become friends, we learn a wonderful 
Christian lesson, as spoken in John 15:12-17 (NRSV): 

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, 
to lay down one©s life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose 
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 



(Cont. from page 2) 

Bob's annual conversation regarding 
the future of the church. Graduates 
were   honored. The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry     continues. Several youth 
and adults     attended the regional 
camping programs. Vacation Bible 
School was held. The CYF went on a 
mission trip to Mexico. The Chi-Rho 
went on a rafting trip. 
Parkersburg, First (Sanford Downs,   
Pastor)   Healthy Living Lectures   
continue to bless the congregation. A 
Parish picnic was held. The church 
started it's work with the Angel Food 
Ministries. Game Nights were held. 
Krista Johnson, the regional mission 
partner to Jerusalem, spoke at a pot-
luck dinner.  A kitchen renovation   
project is underway. A memorial     
service was held honoring the life and 
ministry of Rev. Marge Green. New 
member: Rob Hauber 
Princeton (Gary F. Lyons, Pastor) 
The King's Kids youth group traveled 
to Abingdon, VA, to see the musical, 
ªKeep on the Sunny Side.º VBS was 
held with the Methodist church. 
Graduates were honored. The church 
hosted the Mercer Community Choir. 
New members: Mavis Dyer, Allison 
Coburn, Cody Coburn, Haley Coburn, 
Katie Coburn, Taylor Coburn, Jared 
Repass and Kim Repass.  
Proctor (Mark Crow, Pastor) The 
church hosted ªDessert with Dorothyº 
to talk about Dorothy Brownlee's trip 
to Bosnia. VBS was held. The summer 
series began on Father's Day with the 
P e a c e m a k er s  e n t e r t a i n i n g .  A         
membership dinner was held. New 
Member: Curtis Dills. 
St. Albans (David Chafin, Interim 
Pastor)  Three youth attended the  
regional church camping programs. A 
vision statement has been created and 
presented to the congregation. 
United Disciples of Christ (Steven 
Smith, Pastor) The Disciples Women's 
Dinner and Afternoon groups have 
been meeting. The Sanctuary Bells 
from Kinston, NC visi ted the           
congregation. The youth performed the 
ªEverythingº skit at the Regional    
Assembly. The youth hosted a        
spaghetti dinner. A graduation picnic 
was held. A golf outing was held in 
Mingo County. The women went on 
retreat to Christmount. The church 
went to a Power baseball game.  
Wheeling, First (Magdalyn M.  
Sebastian, Pastor) The church raised 
over $4000 for St. Baldrick's. Youth 
Sunday was held. VBS was held. Bill 
Flewelling hosted a Monday Night  
Bible study. A workshop was held by 
the Health Care Ministry helping    
people organize their medical records 
and prescriptions. Several dinners 
were held. Several youth and adults 
attended the regional camps and    
conference. FCC was named as one of 
the top 100 giving churches in the U.S. 
and Canada by the Office of the     
General Minister and President. New 
members: Kevin Hensley, Ruth Miller, 
Jason Goodrich and Stephanie    
Goodrich.  
Wheeling Island (Judy Bennett, Pas-
tor)  
Weirton, First (Kevin Bowers, Pas-
tor) Graduates were honored. Several 
children attended the regional church 
camping programs. Vacation Bible 
school was held. A capital fund is   
being used for a new air handler. An 
all church picnic was held.  

Regional Camps and Retreats 

We're grateful to our staff of faithful Youth Mentors, Andrea Brownlee 
(Kids Camp), Ken Hardway  (ChiRho and Junior Camps), and Kevin 
Snow (CYF Conference) for their tremendous leadership in our summer 
youth programs.  The trio of daring souls were always there for each 
other through the two weeks of intense activity, as well as the planning 
and  administration of the events.   

125 young people and adults attended the first week at Cedar Lakes, and 
75 were on hand for Conference at Bethany College.  Another 6 were on 
hand for a Post-High retreat at Bethany following Conference, led by  
Jennifer Allen .  There were numerous reports of good things happening 
in big and small ways, and many lives were touched, as always, by the 
presence of God in these short-term gatherings which make for life-long 
community. 

We are also grateful to WV Disciples around the region who have made 
these special times possible and affordable through their faithful giving to 
Disciples Mission Fund and especially the Christmas Offering.   

 

 

 

 

Summer Publication Available 

Legacies, our regional planned-giving publication which is produced in 
cooperation with the Christian Church Foundation, is available for your 
late-summer reading enjoyment.   

You can access a copy on our homepage (www.wvdisciples.org) for  
yourself.  Downloadable master copies are also available to churches 
who are willing to print it for their congregations (2-sided 11x17).  Of 
course, the Regional Office will gladly provide individual copies to 
churches or persons who request them. 

Ecumenical Notes  

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West Virginia continues to be       
actively involved in numerous ecumenical endeavors.  We have been 
leaders in the establishment and ongoing mission of the West Virginia 
Council of Churches.   

We currently participate in continuing conversations with the United   
Methodist Church and the Roman Catholic Church in WV.  The Roman 
Catholic Dialogue holds an annual prayer retreat in the spring, and offers 
an engaging time of fellowship, study and renewal amid the beautiful hills 
near Huttonsville.  The William B. Allen Fund for Ecumenical Ministry 
helps support the Regional Church in these good works. 

Your Regional Church is vitally interested in how your church lives out its 
ecumenical calling.  Please share your stories through the mail and by 
offering them online (mail to: info@wvdisciples.org).  We will  publish them 
as space allows. 
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Reconciliation Ministry Renewed  

The Anti-Racism Team has been called 
together and will meet at the Regional 
Center on October 18 for some valuable 
community-building and strategic      
planning.  

One of the great projects that the Region 
is undertaking along with our partners in 
NIRF (the Northeastern Inter-Regional 
Fellowship) is a week-long Bridge Camp, 

scheduled for July 5-12, 2009 at National City Christian Church in 
Washington.  We will be heavily involved in this interracial           
community-building effort and are convinced that it will yield great 
results for the sake of God's reign. 

Please keep the Anti-Racism Team in your prayers as it resumes its 
vital work! 

Congregational News Updates 
If your congregation's news is not listed in 
this publication, please submit it for the 
next newsletter to jallen@wvdisciples.org. 

You may also send a copy of your church 
newsletter to the Regional Office, Attn: 
Jennifer Allen. Make sure to highlight 
those items which you believe are most 
important for the regional News.    

The region has a website at 
www.WVDisciples.org.  Items which you    
believe would be of region-wide interest 
should be submitted to the webmaster: 
dchafin@wvdisciples.org for the News-
Wire. 

Christian Church Foundation to offer Planned Giving Institutes 

The Region is happy to announce that two Planned Giving Institutes will be held in August.  On Aug. 18 the session 
will be at St. Albans, and on Aug. 19 in Wheeling.  Pastors have received the details of these valuable workshops, 
offered by the Christian Church Foundation to help congregations in their efforts to cultivate planned-giving among 
the stewards in their churches.  Those who have questions or have misplaced their information may contact David 
Chafin at the Regional Office.   

Huntington Student in Mission 
While at the Assembly in Huntington, Marshall 
student Chris Osborne of Madison Avenue 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) made 
friends with Bro. Vance Moore, who serves in 
the reconstruction of New Orleans through his 
regional church and Week of Compassion.  
Chris arranged to spend 3 weeks with the   
project this summer, and reports that it was a 
life-changing experience which he intends to 
repeat.  We're grateful for the young leaders of 
the   Region who, like Chris, are finding God's 
callings to be wide, varied, challenging, and      
rewarding. 

Rev. Vance Moore at 
West Virginia Regional 
Assembly in Huntington 

Northeastern Inter-Regional Fellowship Annual 
Assembly at Bethany College, May 20-22.  Pic-
tured above are a few of those attending.  The 
West Virginians were a little camera shy! 

Island Christian Church, Wheeling, held a very 
successful Elders' Retreat recently, using Dr. 
Peter Morgan's training materials.. 

ChiRho 

         Junior 

          Kids 

Camps 

2008 
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Regional Assembly Filled with High Moments 

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West Virginia gathered 
in Huntington, April 24-27, for its biennial Regional Assembly.  It 
was a wonderful place to be for some high and holy moments in 
the history of the Region. 

The Service of Consecration and Installation on Friday evening 
capped a season of recommitments from the Regional Church and 
its clergy.  The Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, General Minister and 
President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), presided 
and preached, challenging the church to fulfill the vision of the 

church as ªa movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.º  Dr. William B. Allen, Regional Minister Emeritus, 
joined with other regional ministers in the act of consecration. 

Other key leadership for the assembly was superb, and included a fair balance of West Virginians and those from 
afar.  The hospitality of the Madison Avenue Christian Church and their Huntington neighbors at Central and Vinson 
Memorial was exemplary, and the Regional Church gives thanks for their warm welcome.  Much of the success of 
the whole event, from the first gathering at the Elders Workshop to the closing joint worship at Central, was due to 
the tremendous leadership of William Chambers and his fine committee. 

We look forward to gathering again at the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Weirton in 2010! 
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Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
in West Virginia 
 
1402 Washington Avenue 
Parkersburg, WV  26101 

As the faithful have gathered,  
I have been most impressed by the various ways in which Christians live out 
their vocations.  Our calling is to live a life of service and devotion to and on  
behalf of God.  In our baptism we are called to be Christ-like vessels of grace to 
the world.  We all do this a bit differently, but it is through our everyday lives 
that we put flesh on the gospel. 

Recently I have been thinking about the healers in our midst.  Many Disciples 
fall into this category for me.  Across our region, we have physicians, nurses, 
therapists of every kind, counselors, technicians, researchers and administra-

tors who serve Christ and humanity through the providing of health care.  This is a high and holy calling indeed.  You 
have to be ªbuiltº for this life, and the grace and gifts of God must be present for the work to be effective.  I have 
been privileged to have been cared for by health care providers who have a deep sense that they are living as God 
has called them to live. 

In the midst of their work, they are vessels of grace, of the faith, and of God.  This is a wonderful vocation, and 
praise be to God that healers have been placed in the world.  It seems clear to me, that Jesus has enlisted these 
fine folk to aid him in the work of healing our bodies.  This is a gift that we dare not take for granted.    Jennifer and I 
have a dear friend who is a massage therapist.  She is quite good at it, and before she begins her healing work, she 
offers a quiet prayer for God's presence in the act.  She yields herself to God and is very much aware, it seems, that 
she is a conduit.  This is a beautiful act of faith.  Just prior to my wife being anesthetized a couple of years ago for an 
ankle reconstruction, I shared with the surgeon, who is also quite gifted at what he does, that I had said a prayer for 
him.  He shared with me just how much that meant to him.  He is a vessel that God uses to heal and to relieve pain, 
but seems keenly aware that God is the source of healing. 

In sacred scripture there are plenty of examples of Jesus touching people and making them well.  He does this be-
cause he loves us.  Today, still, the touch of God comes to us as love.  I give thanks for the healers in our midst.  I 
give thanks for their vocations and for their participation with God in the healing and relief that God wants for us all. 

I give thanks for you. 

      Love,  

          


