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N E W S  N E W S   
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)    
  in West Virginia  in West Virginia  in West Virginia  in West Virginia    
    

Christmas Offering Builds Regional MinistryChristmas Offering Builds Regional MinistryChristmas Offering Builds Regional Ministry   
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West VirginiaThe Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West VirginiaThe Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West VirginiaThe Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West Virginia is a careful steward of your congregation’s trust, 
and is committed to building on  vital ministries already at work around West Virginia  and Western Maryland,  
including: 

• Camp & conference programming for children and youth 
• Retreats, assemblies and w orkshops for women, men & youth 
• Care and grow th opportunities for the Order of Ministry 
• Provide communication and netw orking opportunities for congregations and church leaders 
• Regular congregational visitation and consultation 
• Assistance with search and call of pastors 
• Providing resources for faithful Christian service  
• Substantive ecumenical dialogues and linkage w ith WV Council of Churches 
• Celebration of milestone events among our congregations 
• Interpreting the Disciples Mission Fund and its many ministries 
• Creating learning events for deepening discipleship, stew ardship,  and w orship life in congregations 
• Counsel for planned stew ardship and major gifts 
• Interpreting the needs of congregations in the w ider church 
• Interpreting the w ider church within the region’s congregations 
• Sponsoring mission visits and w ork camps in and beyond the region 
• Working w ith and arranging visits of Global Ministries partners 
• Providing disaster response and recovery efforts 

Our Statement of CallingOur Statement of CallingOur Statement of CallingOur Statement of Calling says:  “Through the grace of God, the mission of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in West Virginia is to glorify God 
by sharing the gospel and love revealed 
to us in and through Jesus Christ.  As 
people of God we are called to model 
faithful servanthood and live in the 
covenant that binds the Church of    
Jesus Christ together in all of its    
manifestations.” 

Thank you for your generous Thank you for your generous Thank you for your generous Thank you for your generous     
and faithful supportand faithful supportand faithful supportand faithful support    

of the Christmas Offering of the Christmas Offering of the Christmas Offering of the Christmas Offering     
for Regional Ministries,for Regional Ministries,for Regional Ministries,for Regional Ministries,    

through which through which through which through which     
our covenant is strengthened,our covenant is strengthened,our covenant is strengthened,our covenant is strengthened,    

to the glory of our coming Savior!to the glory of our coming Savior!to the glory of our coming Savior!to the glory of our coming Savior!    
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Gratitude 
The Regional Church has been the 

recipient of many gifts for the 
Christmas Offering, Annual Fund,  

All Saints Fund, the William B. Allen 
Fund for Ecumenical Ministry,      
the Margaret A. Green Fund,        
the Tad Fitzsimmons Fund for 
Youth Ministry, and Disciples     

Mission Fund.   
We want to better express our   

gratitude for your support of these 
funds, and better utilize our       

publication space in the News News News News 
throughout the year.                

Therefore, we have inserted an  
extra “Thank You” issue of   

LegaciesLegaciesLegaciesLegacies    
in this News issue, to recognize 
donors and to lift up the work of 

each of our funds. 

With Our Congregations, cont…. 

Huntington:  Vinson MemorialHuntington:  Vinson MemorialHuntington:  Vinson MemorialHuntington:  Vinson Memorial (Pablo   
Gonzales, Pastor)  Youth are meeting each 
Sunday.  Bible study is being held on 
Weds. evenings.  An ice cream social was 
held on Sep. 11.  
Logan: FirstLogan: FirstLogan: FirstLogan: First (Gregory Widener, Pastor)         
Hog Kill dinner held on Oct. 16 to raise 
funds for the elevator.  Hosted the Appala-
chian Children’s Choir on Oct. 23.        
logandisciples.org 

Mannington: FirstMannington: FirstMannington: FirstMannington: First (Lynn White, Pastor) 
Fellowship dinner held on Oct. 16.        
Obtaining bids for a new furnace for the 
sanctuary. 

Matoaka: MatoakaMatoaka: MatoakaMatoaka: MatoakaMatoaka: Matoaka (Craig Hammond,   
Pastor) The church celebrated 89 years of 
service on June 12.  Picnic held at Glen-
wood Park on Aug.14. 

McMechen:  First  McMechen:  First  McMechen:  First  McMechen:  First  (Rodney Hubbs, Pastor)  
Picnic held in July.  Honored firefighters 
and law enforcement on 9/11.  Each were 
given a Bible.  A six week Bible study be-
gan in Oct.  
Moundsville: FirstMoundsville: FirstMoundsville: FirstMoundsville: First (Mike Eskridge, Pastor)  
Ice Cream Social held July 24, raising 
$573.00  for the youth fund.  Picnic held 
Aug. 28.  Raised $10,600.00 for Relay for 
Life.  Homecoming Sunday was Oct. 2.  
www.MoundsvilleDisciples.com 

New Martinsville: FirstNew Martinsville: FirstNew Martinsville: FirstNew Martinsville: First (Vic Hunter, Pastor)  
35 youth and twenty adults attended  VBS.  
Love Ladies held annual luncheon and 
apple dumpling sale on Sep. 24  
www.nmfcc.com 
                

  (cont’d. next page)  (cont’d. next page)  (cont’d. next page)  (cont’d. next page)     

WITH OUR CONGREGATIONS 

Beckley: FirstBeckley: FirstBeckley: FirstBeckley: First (Don Snyder, Pastor) Kid’s 
Classic and Sundae Celebration held in 
Sept.  Bible Study resumed on Sept. 18.  
Choir cantata to be presented Dec. 18.  
www.BeckleyDisciples.org 

Bethany:  MemorialBethany:  MemorialBethany:  MemorialBethany:  Memorial (Scott Thayer, Pastor) 
VBS held Aug. 8-12.  The Pearl Mahaffey 
Parlor has been redecorated and all five 
windows restored.  Hosted an ice cream 
party for CYF Conference.  Contemporary 
service began Aug. 28 in the Bethany Col-
lege Beanery.   www.bmcdisciples.org 

Bluefield: FirstBluefield: FirstBluefield: FirstBluefield: First (Aaron Watkins, Pastor) –  
Joining with the United Methodist Church 
choir for a Celtic Christmas Celebration. 
www.citlink.net/~firstchristian/ 

Cameron: FirstCameron: FirstCameron: FirstCameron: First (Doug Richardson, Pastor)  
Homecoming held July 3.  Youth had a 
pool party at Waynesburg on July 16. Com-
munity picnic held Sep. 25.       
orgsites.com/wv/thedisciple 

Charleston: UnitedCharleston: UnitedCharleston: UnitedCharleston: United (Steven Smith, Pastor)   
Golden Oldies Group is selling Rada Cut-
lery to support the building venture.  Pro-
vided volunteers to the aid station for the 
Charleston Distance Run.  Weekly Spiritual 
Gifts Classes held.    uniteddisciples.org 

Cumberland, MD: First Cumberland, MD: First Cumberland, MD: First Cumberland, MD: First (Rae Browning, 
Pastor)  Fall Fest Costume Party held this 
fall.  Waffle breakfasts raise funds.  Hand-
made quilt to be drawn for this fall.    
cumberlanddisciples.org 

Fairmont: CentralFairmont: CentralFairmont: CentralFairmont: Central (Joshua Patty, Pastor)   
Ice cream social held on Fathers Day.  
Habitat for Humanity project in Aug.  
School supplies  collected for Union Mis-
sion.  Blood drive held July 29.  Yard sale 
held in October.  Trunk or Treat held Oct.  
30.  web.centralchristianfairmont.org 

Huntington: CentralHuntington: CentralHuntington: CentralHuntington: Central (Kevin Snow, Pastor)  
Work day held July 11.  Young adults be-
gan pot-luck dinner and conversational  
study on Aug. 18.  Eddie Mott was honored 
as Elder Emeritus.  Church work day Oct. 
22. HuntingtonCentral.org 

Huntington: Madison AvenueHuntington: Madison AvenueHuntington: Madison AvenueHuntington: Madison Avenue (Jamie 
Gump, Pastor) VBS held July 17-22.  Disci-
ples Men provided the anniversary lunch-
eon on July 24.  Weekly golf outings held 
for fun and fellowship.  Annual Chili Fest 
held Oct. 23.    
        
(cont’d. right column)(cont’d. right column)(cont’d. right column)(cont’d. right column)     

WEST VIRGINIA CHRISTIAN CHURCH WEST VIRGINIA CHRISTIAN CHURCH WEST VIRGINIA CHRISTIAN CHURCH WEST VIRGINIA CHRISTIAN CHURCH     
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) NEWS(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) NEWS(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) NEWS(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) NEWS    

Published by the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in West Virginia,        

in the interest of Christ in the               
West Virginia Region. 

Phone: 304-428-1681  Fax: 304-428-1684 
info@wvdisciples.org     www.wvdisciples.orgwww.wvdisciples.orgwww.wvdisciples.orgwww.wvdisciples.org    

Thaddaeus B. Allen, 
Managing Editor and Regional Minister 

William B. Allen 
Regional Minister Emeritus 

David T. Chafin,  
Deputy Regional Minister 

Kevin M. Snow, 
Assoc. Reg. Min.—Youth & Young Adults 

Kenneth M. Hardway, 
Assoc. Reg. Min.—Youth & Young Adults 

Mary Uhl—Women’s Coordinator 
Joel A. Potts, III—Men’s Coordinator 

Phil Auten—Minister of Visitation 
Earl E. Shaw, Jr.—Minister of the W ord 

Jayne L. Chafin—Search & Call Assistant 
Carol Robinson—Receptionist 

Next News Deadline:Next News Deadline:Next News Deadline:Next News Deadline:     
Feb. 29, 2012Feb. 29, 2012Feb. 29, 2012Feb. 29, 2012    

Send your congregation’s 
news and any updates of 

household mailing addresses 
to: 

CCWV NewsCCWV NewsCCWV NewsCCWV News     
1402 Washington Ave. 

Parkersburg, WV  26101 
or email dchafin@wvdisciples.org 

Upcoming Events 
December 
25—Christmas Day  

January, 2012 
1—New Year’s Day  
6    Epiphany of our Lord 
6-7 Men’s Commissioners’ Retreat 
13  Summit on Marcellus Shale 
16  Martin Luther King, Jr. 
       United Methodist Dialogue 
18-25 Week of Pray er f or Christian Unity  

February 
2   WVCC Executiv e Board 
10-12 Midwinter Youth Retreat 

Access the regional calend ar  
for the latest at www.WVDiscip les.org 

West Virginia Regional West Virginia Regional West Virginia Regional West Virginia Regional NewsNewsNewsNews    
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From the Regional Minister 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 This is the season when we celebrate Lord’s coming to 
us as a child.  God is  made flesh, and the incarnation is   
revisited in powerful ways.  I hope that you are keenly 
aware of the presence of Jesus now and always.  We are a 
graced people. 

  Our region lives in grace as well,  and in our life    
together there are abundant examples of God made flesh.   
Young people and camp, ministers and laity, retreats and 
assemblies, newsletters and  e-mail communiqués--all are 
instances of God at work in our lives and in the life of our 
region.   

  The regional expression of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) truly touches lives.  Together in all 
the ways that we are “region” we make known the love of 
Christ.  Our mission is of God, and I believe that this    
mission is worthy of direct financial support.      

  Your 2011 Christmas Offering: Good News of 
Great Joy stays entirely in the region to support our life 
and work in West Virginia and Western Maryland.  Please       
prayerfully consider how your giving can strengthen that 
life and work, and please be an advocate for this            
opportunity within your congregation.  Together we can 
discover what great things God will do with us and with 
our world. 

  I am truly thankful for our region’s varied minis-
tries, and for the many ways in which we make Christ 
known in the flesh.  We are an incarnational people,     
indeed!  May these holy days find their meaning in the 
One in whom we live and move and have life in         
abundance.   

In Christ’s Peace and Love, 

  

With Our Congregations, cont... 

Parkersburg: FirstParkersburg: FirstParkersburg: FirstParkersburg: First  (Janice Hill, Pastor)  An-
nual Free Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
to be served on Nov. 24.  All Saints Sunday 
included presentat ions of affection to fami-
lies of those who died this year.  
www.movpdoc.org 

Princeton: FirstPrinceton: FirstPrinceton: FirstPrinceton: First (Bill Pollack, Pastor)      
Famous Mooney’s BBQ and bake sale held 
Sep. 24 to support “Operation Christmas  
Child.”  Began a Fall golf league. Hosted 
Princeton H.S. Madrigal Singers on Nov. 
13.  www.PrincetonDisciples.org 

Proctor:  Proctor  Proctor:  Proctor  Proctor:  Proctor  Proctor:  Proctor  (Mark Crow, Pastor)  Sev-
eral young people attended camp and con-
ference.  VBS held in July.  Homecoming 
was held Oct. 16  
Shinnston:  Charles Street Shinnston:  Charles Street Shinnston:  Charles Street Shinnston:  Charles Street (Lynn White, 
Pastor)  Bible Study continues each Weds.  
Doughnuts were sold and free bottled wa-
ter was given out during the city wide yard 
sale.  Haitian Children continue to be spon-
sored by the congregation.  
Weirton: FirstWeirton: FirstWeirton: FirstWeirton: First (Kevin Bowers, Pastor)  
Church picnic held July 17.  VBS was July 
25-29.  The church had a float in the pa-
rade on July 4.  Sponsorship of Hait ian chil-
dren continues. School supplies collected 
for the Weirton Christian Center.  Hosting 
the Pittsburgh Mandolin Orchestra on Dec 
4.  WeirtonDisciples.org 

Wheeling: FirstWheeling: FirstWheeling: FirstWheeling: First (Kenny Hardway, Pastor) –   
New pictorial directory completed.  Steve 
Cole is the new board chair.  Annual pump-
kin patch held with over 1000 pumpkins 
sold.   www.fccwheeling.com 

Wheeling: IslandWheeling: IslandWheeling: IslandWheeling: Island (Judith Bennett, Pastor)   
Lanette Gilbert directs the youth ministry, 
and the group is growing. “What Is a Disci-
ple” gatherings in Oct. well attended, and 
featured the Chi Rho Catechism, and a visit 
from the Regional Staff.             
www.Island-Christian-Church.org 

Keep us on your churc h news mailing list, Keep us on your churc h news mailing list, Keep us on your churc h news mailing list, Keep us on your churc h news mailing list, 
and up-to-date on your church news.  Email 
k e y  i t e m s  t o  J o e l  P o t t s :  
jpotts@wvdisciples.org or fax information 
to 304-428-1684.   

Does Your Church Does Your Church Does Your Church Does Your Church     
Have an Online Presence?Have an Online Presence?Have an Online Presence?Have an Online Presence?    

Your Regional Church is glad to provide 
basic webpage or news blog setup within 
our website, and help you develop your 
online visibility.  Contact David Chafin. 
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How about shopping with 
us this Christmas? 
for books or any of 10,000 other items.  
Go to www.wvdisciples.org and click on 
our Amazon banner.   A portion of all 
Amazon purchases that begin at our   
regional webpage will benefit the     
Christian Church in West Virginia.           

What is a Commissioned Minister?What is a Commissioned Minister?What is a Commissioned Minister?What is a Commissioned Minister?    
 Our Region has always held high the office 
of Licensed Minister, and with the changes to 
our ordering of ministry that has come into 
effect in August, little has changed, other 
than the use of language that sounds more 
biblically true to our roots—commissioned—
rather than legalistic.   
 Commissioned Ministers are full members 
of the Order of Ministry who are commis-
sioned to a specific ministry within a given 
location.  Unlike Ordained Ministers, they do 
not have access to the Search and Call sys-
tem of the church, which allows for move-
ment outside the Region, except by the direct 
communication between Regional Ministers.  
Further, if the Commissioned Minister ceases 
to serve, he or she no longer has standing.   
 Most Commissioned Ministers enter into 
this type of ministry specifically to live out 
their vocations in their local communities.  
Others may enter into a “commissioned path 
to ordination,” in which a lengthy and intense 
course of study is developed (focused around 
the 16 areas of competency established by 
the new ordering document for all ministers) 
that can eventuate in ordination—sometimes 
called the “apprentice track,” as opposed to 
the traditional “seminary track.”  Both of 
these are quite legitimate paths to ordination, 
and both are the beginning of a life-long 
learning and growth process that requires 
close relationships between our ministers 
and region (through the Commission on Min-
istry), as well as educational institutions.  
 Commissioned Ministers may serve as 
pastors of congregations, or in other special-
ized ministries within local, regional and 
wider communities of faith, and many bring 
tremendous gifts to the life of the Church and 
the world, for which we give thanks to God.   

New Ordering of Ministry Document New Ordering of Ministry Document New Ordering of Ministry Document New Ordering of Ministry Document     
 As of August 1, Disciples have been living into a new document 
for ordering ministry that has been many years in the making.  
Some of the changes to the process of helping people respond to 
the vocations to which God is calling them have required that the 
Commission on Ministry of our Region review its policies and pro-
cedures.  The new Manual for the Ordering of Ministry which re-
sulted from the labors of the Commission, which is chaired by Dr. 
William Chambers of Huntington, has been established by the Re-
gional Board as our guiding document, along with the General 
Church’s Theological Foundations Policies and Criteria for the Or-
dering of Ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) – 
2009.  Both are available from our Publications page of the web-
site, or are available to anyone requesting them in printed form 
from our office.  
 The understanding of the Commission is that the new ordering 
procedure compels the Regional Church to work more intensely on 
cultivating the highest standards of ministerial competency and 
ethics, excellence in practice, and depth of collegial responsibility 
and interdependence.  The Buffalo Seminary, which our Commis-
sion on Ministry created in cooperation with Bethany College in 
2009, continues to enable ministers (and highly-involved layper-
sons) to develop their competencies and to “raise the bar,” as it 
were, for a growing body of highly engaged ministers in this region 
and those around us. 

Meet Two New Regionally Commissioned Ministers:Meet Two New Regionally Commissioned Ministers:Meet Two New Regionally Commissioned Ministers:Meet Two New Regionally Commissioned Ministers:    
 Mr. Earl Shaw, Jr., Mr. Earl Shaw, Jr., Mr. Earl Shaw, Jr., Mr. Earl Shaw, Jr., an elder from the First Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Moundsville, has 
been an active participant in the Buffalo Seminary, 
and engaged in preaching ministries through pulpit 
supply for several years.  He has been called by the 
Regional Church to serve as a Commissioned Minis-Commissioned Minis-Commissioned Minis-Commissioned Minis-
ter of the Wordter of the Wordter of the Wordter of the Word.  We commend Earl to ministers and 

congregations, particularly in the northern counties, as their first 
choice of ministers to call upon for pulpit supply or short-term in-
terim ministry.  He is provisionally commissioned for this work, will 
be continuing to pursue  standing as a Commissioned Minister 
through his work with the Commission on Ministry in the coming 
months.  Call 304-639-6624. 

 Mr. Phil AutenMr. Phil AutenMr. Phil AutenMr. Phil Auten, also an elder of the Moundsville 
Church and an active Buffalo Seminarian, and seeks 
to serve those who are sick or hospitalized with his 
ministry of care, of time, and of Communion.  He has 
been called by the Regional Church to serve as a 
Commissioned Minister of Visitation.Commissioned Minister of Visitation.Commissioned Minister of Visitation.Commissioned Minister of Visitation.  Pastors,      
particularly in the north, are urged to know and trust 
Phil as an able minister of grace who will enhance 
their own     caring ministries, and to call upon him when his help 
is needed.  Phil is also willing to offer himself for preaching when 
available.  Call 304-830-2589. 

We welcome both of these servants of God to our Regional Staff!We welcome both of these servants of God to our Regional Staff!We welcome both of these servants of God to our Regional Staff!We welcome both of these servants of God to our Regional Staff!     



News of the MinistryNews of the MinistryNews of the MinistryNews of the Ministry    
Rev. X. Rae BrowningRev. X. Rae BrowningRev. X. Rae BrowningRev. X. Rae Browning, Pastor of the First Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Cumberland, Cumberland, Cumberland, Cumberland, 
MDMDMDMD, was Commissioned on August 7 by the  
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in West 
Virginia for her ministry there. (photo at left) 

Rev. Daniel HarryRev. Daniel HarryRev. Daniel HarryRev. Daniel Harry has been called to serve as 
Pastor of the Community Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Beech Bottom.  He began 
service there in October. 

Rev. Dennis SparksRev. Dennis SparksRev. Dennis SparksRev. Dennis Sparks will 
conclude his ministry as 
Executive Director with the 
West Virginia Council of 

Churches at the end of the year, and is providing consulting 
services to other ministries.  He continues to serve as    
Pastor of the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
Ravenswood.  The Regional Church rejoices in the faithful 
ministry Rev. Sparks has provided to the Council over the 
past decade. (photo at right) 

Rev. Janice HillRev. Janice HillRev. Janice HillRev. Janice Hill, formerly 
of Texas, has been called to serve as the   
Pastor of the Mid-Ohio Valley Parish (Disciples 
of Christ), which includes the First Christian 
Church of Parkersburg and the Central     
Christian Church of Marietta, OH.  She began 
service in the parish on September 1, and was 
installed by Rev. Steven Bentley of the Ohio 
Region, and Rev. Thaddaeus Allen of the West 
Virginia Region; pictured here (at left) with 
Rev. William Allen, Regional Minister Emeritus, 
who assisted in the service. 
Rev. Kenneth Hardway Rev. Kenneth Hardway Rev. Kenneth Hardway Rev. Kenneth Hardway was installed as Pastor 
of the First Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Wheeling on Sept. 25 by the Rev. 
Thaddaeus Allen.  Rev. Hardway formerly 

served as Pastor of the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Logan as he 
completed his seminary studies.  The Hardways relocated to Wheeling in August. 

Order of Ministry Family CommemorationsOrder of Ministry Family CommemorationsOrder of Ministry Family CommemorationsOrder of Ministry Family Commemorations    
12/11—David Chafin, Ordained 1994 

12/20—Larry Grimes, Birthday 
12/21—Walter McNutt, Birthday 

12/30—Dawna Watkins, Birthday 
1/2—Doug Richardson, Ordained 2011 

1/20—Wesley & Vicki Howsare, Anniversary 
1/21—Joel Potts, III, Birthday 
2/2—Vicki Howsare, Birthday 

2/4—Thaddaeus Allen, Ordained 2001 
2/17—Del Parris, Birthday 

2/18—Fritz Bennet, Birthday 
3/11—Janice Hill, Birthday 
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Buffalo 
Seminary 

2011 
  

January 13, 2012: 
Marcellus Shale:  

A Conv ersation of the Church 
Rev. Gary Ki dwell and Rev. Darwin Collins 

(Christian Church Foundati on) 
Mr. William Kiefer, Esq.  

(Bethany College)  
and a Panel of Experts 

10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. ---- 2:30 p.m. at 2:30 p.m. at 2:30 p.m. at 2:30 p.m. at     
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

New Mar tinsvilleNew Mar tinsvilleNew Mar tinsvilleNew Mar tinsville    
    

March 8-9:   
Preaching and Praying  

Holy Week   
(1 CEU) 

Rev. Dr. Bonnie Thurston  

March 26-27:   
Oreon E. Scott Lectures: 

The Challenge of Being ChurchThe Challenge of Being ChurchThe Challenge of Being ChurchThe Challenge of Being Church    
in the 21st Centuryin the 21st Centuryin the 21st Centuryin the 21st Century    

Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins 

Upcoming: 

Visit wvdisciples.orgVisit wvdisciples.orgVisit wvdisciples.orgVisit wvdisciples.org 
for a link to needed information, 

or call the Office of Church  
Relations at Bethany College: 

304304304304----829829829829----7723772377237723 

 A Gathering of A Gathering of A Gathering of A Gathering of     
Disciples Disciples Disciples Disciples 

MenMenMenMen    
July 13July 13July 13July 13----15, 2012 15, 2012 15, 2012 15, 2012     

at  

Bethany College 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit: www.gathering2012.orgwww.gathering2012.orgwww.gathering2012.orgwww.gathering2012.org    



Celebrating   Celebrating   Celebrating   Celebrating   New New New New 
Members Members Members Members     
in the in the in the in the                                     
Regional ChurchRegional ChurchRegional ChurchRegional Church    
More new members of 
our congregations have 

been reported since last issue: 
Huntington: Vinson Memorial Christian ChurchHuntington: Vinson Memorial Christian ChurchHuntington: Vinson Memorial Christian ChurchHuntington: Vinson Memorial Christian Church    
Jamie & Jennifer Underwood 
Shinnston:  Charles Street Christian Church Shinnston:  Charles Street Christian Church Shinnston:  Charles Street Christian Church Shinnston:  Charles Street Christian Church    Racquel 
Thaxton, Cyara Pierce, Alexis Karmie, Kaitlyn Sellers 
Wheeling: First Christian ChurchWheeling: First Christian ChurchWheeling: First Christian ChurchWheeling: First Christian Church    
Bob & Marla Francis, Kenny & Alishah Hardway, Craig 
& Sonny Schaffnit 
If your congregation’s new members have not been 
listed, please forward them to us for future updates.  
Please include the mailing addresses Please include the mailing addresses Please include the mailing addresses Please include the mailing addresses of each of your 
congregation’s households (not for print, but to      
assure that they receive future mailings of the NewsNewsNewsNews.) 
 

Regional Minister Emeritus  
Returns to West Virginia 

 The Rev. Dr. William B. Allen has 
completed a three-year “break” from his 
retirement, having served as Regional 
Minister of Pennsylvania during their 
process of calling a new leader for that 
region.   
 While his tenure in PA blessed the 

whole Church, we are excited to know that he plans to 
spend more time among us here.  Welcome home, Dr. 
Allen! 

The Annual FundThe Annual FundThe Annual FundThe Annual Fund    
of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)    
in West Virginiain West Virginiain West Virginiain West Virginia    

 

    

    
The Annual FundThe Annual FundThe Annual FundThe Annual Fund    

is a means for individuals to support 
the ongoing ministries of the Regional Church. 

We are grateful for your generous and faithful stewardship. 
Call Rev. Thad Allen or Rev. David Chaf in at 304-428-1681 
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A Tribute to Student CongregationsA Tribute to Student CongregationsA Tribute to Student CongregationsA Tribute to Student Congregations    
by the Rev. Dr. Peter M. Morgan 

President Emeritus, Disciples of Christ Historical Society 
 Here’s to small congregations whose primary ministry 
was and is to students preparing to be ministers.  Those 
congregations endure deer-in-the-headlight eyes of young 
pastors who often don’t have a clue about the complexi-
ties and subtleties of congregational life.  They patiently 
and lovingly listen to sermons from preachers not quite 
ready for prime time, and love and encourage the ear-
nest effort of those young preachers.  Here’s to small 
congregations located within driving distance of our    
colleges and seminaries that have made a significant 
contribution to the Disciples witness for 150 years by 
their formation of young pastors.  My prayer is that they 
have satisfaction and even pride as they see those whom 
they both trained and loved move on to larger responsi-
bilities and successes.  Those successes were possible 
because of those small churches. 
 These reflections came to me when I gathered with 
two old friends whom I call the “Apostolic Succession” of 
Chapel Hill Christian Church, just up 49 Hill from Beech 
Bottom, West Virginia. 
 Rolland Pfile, Neil Topliffe and I served that congrega-
tion from 1958 to 1963 when we were students at   
Bethany College.  Rolland went on to serve other congre-
gations, to be our denomination’s primary prophetic 
voice for justice in the 1970s and 1980s, and then to be 
a strong and wise specialist in interim ministries for con-
gregations and regions.  Neil served congregations and 
later became gifted in communications ministries in edu-
cation and church extension, as well as the behind-the-
scenes mastermind in staging general assemblies.  I, too, 
have enjoyed congregational ministry as well as work in 
spiritual formation of leaders and church history.  From 
three grateful senior pastors in their reflective years, 
“Here’s to you, Chapel Hill, and all those small congrega-
tions who minister to pastors in formation.” 

Regional Board Notes Ministry withRegional Board Notes Ministry withRegional Board Notes Ministry withRegional Board Notes Ministry with    
Seniors as a New PrioritySeniors as a New PrioritySeniors as a New PrioritySeniors as a New Priority    
 The Regional Board of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) in West Virginia has named Ministry with     
Seniors as a priority of regional life for the foreseeable 
future.  The move which follows upon numerous discus-
sions among regional leaders, and the presentation of a 
concept paper from the Regional Minister, entitled 
“Honoring Wisdom, Sages and Elders,” directs all facets 
of regional ministries to take into account the ways in 
which we receive and honor the lives of our most rapidly-
growing population within the region’s boundaries—our 
seniors.   Watch for further details, and note the Pre-
Assembly Workshop on the topic which is being planned. 
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2012 Regional Assembly:   
  Don’t Miss It! 
The Regional Church gathers every two years to 
celebrate our life together in ministry, and the 2012 
Regional Assembly in Parkersburg promises to be a 
highlight of the coming year. 

♦ Inspiring worship and music 

♦ Encouraging preaching and learning     
      opportunities 

♦ Fellowship with your friends from around   
      West Virginia and Western Maryland 

♦ Convenient accommodations near the  
      church, with discounts arranged at the  
      historic Blennerhassett Hotel and other  
      nearby establishments 

♦ Women’s, Men’s, and Youth events 

♦ Pre-Assembly Workshops on Thursday,          
including:  Ministry Opportunities Amid           
an Aging Population 

 
Mark your calendar NOW,  

and plan to be with us for the Assembly! 
Details and registration information will be available 

in your congregation by Feb. 1 

122nd 

Regional Assembly 
of  the 

Christian Church 
(Disciples of  Christ)  

in West Virginia 
April 26-28, 2012 

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of  Christ) 

Parkersburg, WV 

Midwinter RetreatMidwinter RetreatMidwinter RetreatMidwinter Retreat    
 Be sure to mark your calendars now for this win-
ter’s gathering of youth (middle school through high 
school) and young adults: 

Friday thru SundayFriday thru SundayFriday thru SundayFriday thru Sunday    
February 10February 10February 10February 10----12121212    

Cedar Lakes Conference CenterCedar Lakes Conference CenterCedar Lakes Conference CenterCedar Lakes Conference Center————RipleyRipleyRipleyRipley    
Director: Rev. Kevin Snow 

Associate Regional Minister  
for Youth & Young Adults 

    

 Each year the fellowship of young and faithful   
Disciples from around WV and Western Maryland       
continues to grow.  For those involved in our sum-
mer camps and conference program, it’s a neces-
sary time 
to catch 
up with 
the peo-
ple they 
love.   
 F o r 
t h o s e 
w h o 
h a v e n ’ t 
yet been 
at one of 
the summer events, Midwinter opens the door with 
“a taste of all that’s wonderful” about being a part 
of such an  experience as a week with all your 
“besties” at Camp or Conference 

 Help us spread the word among the young   
members of your congregation, and encourage 
them to be ready to sign up at our website, begin-
ning in mid-December, or through the forms which 
will be available in your church office. 

Don’t miss Midwinter!Don’t miss Midwinter!Don’t miss Midwinter!Don’t miss Midwinter!    



Online giving through Network for GoodNetwork for GoodNetwork for GoodNetwork for Good may be accessed from our website:  www.WVDisciples.org/support.   
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New Youth Ministries Add Energy to Congregational Life!New Youth Ministries Add Energy to Congregational Life!New Youth Ministries Add Energy to Congregational Life!New Youth Ministries Add Energy to Congregational Life!    
The Madison Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Madison Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Madison Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Madison Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Huntington has called Jacque Parlato Jacque Parlato Jacque Parlato Jacque Parlato as their Minister 
of Youth Ministry.  Jacque is a seminarian under the care of the Kentucky Region and will serve MACC as she con-
tinues her work at Lexington Theological Seminary.   

Chuck Morrow Chuck Morrow Chuck Morrow Chuck Morrow has been called by the First Christian Church (Disciples of First Christian Church (Disciples of First Christian Church (Disciples of First Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) Christ) Christ) Christ) in Moundsville to serve as their Youth Minister and Choir Direc-
tor.  The energy level is high at the Moundsville church, and in nearby 
Cameron, where a recent joint gathering with Cameron First Church, and 
the Big Run-Fork Ridge congregations brought 39 youth together for a 
skating party (photo at left). 

Lanette GilbertLanette GilbertLanette GilbertLanette Gilbert (photo at right) has been named as the 
Youth Minister at Island Christian Church (Disciples of Island Christian Church (Disciples of Island Christian Church (Disciples of Island Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ)Christ)Christ)Christ), Wheeling.  Lanette, who is a former Tad 
Fitzsimmons Youth Ministry Intern for the Region, has  

begun a new youth group for the congregation, with the support and help of Josh Rogers, Mikel 
Mayer, Rev. Bennett, and others of a very excited Island congregation. 

The Regional Church The Regional Church The Regional Church The Regional Church has continued to grow our staff to help us better serve our young people, with the addition of 
the Rev. Kenneth HardwayRev. Kenneth HardwayRev. Kenneth HardwayRev. Kenneth Hardway, pastor of the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Wheeling, as an Associate 
Regional Minister for Youth and Young Adults.  Kenny will serve the Region as leader of Camps for younger youth, 
work with our post-high friends in the north, and assist northern congregations in their youth ministry programming.  
The Rev. Kevin SnowRev. Kevin SnowRev. Kevin SnowRev. Kevin Snow, the pastor of the Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Huntington and Associate 
Regional Minister for Youth and Young Adults, will continue to serve in our southern congregations as a resource 
for programming, and direct Midwinter Youth Retreat and summer Conference, as well as post-high ministries.  As 
our team continues to grow, please don’t hesitate to call on your Regional Staff if we can assist.  Kenny can be 
reached at khardway@wvdisciples.org, and Kevin at ksnow@wvdisciples.org. 


